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Civic Engagement
Part 1
Forms of Civic Engagement and why it matters.
Civic participation comes in many forms depending on society. I will discuss major types. The types of civic engagement are voting, volunteering, community gardening and service learning. Through voting youth will be more aware of the current affairs by participating in public activity. According to Taylor, Luter, & Miller, (2018), for example, the 2006 National Public and Political Health Survey shows that about one-quarter of young people who have not been involved in civic engagement events over the past year didn't respond appropriately to current policy questions. Volunteering is a traditional method of public engagement that can have health benefits. Studies have also shown that volunteers are best off psychologically and emotionally healthier as recorded by Prasetiyo et al. (2019). Community gardening also improve access to nutritious foods. People within the community consume ten percent more vegetables than they usually would if they own gardens. Service-learning is another excellent means of social action and civic obligation. Service-learning and political participation are similar but not the same. Thus, civic engagement matters because when people unite they raise a voice that facilitates desired change.
Historical political movements
I can name about 7 historical political movements that achieved transformative change in the United States. They include Abolitionism in the United States, Centrism in the United States, Bill of rights socialism, free the delegates, homespun movement, independent voting movement and republicanism in the United States. 
We the Voters Video Questions
Reasons individuals in the U.S come together when protesting an issue.
Individuals come together to protest an issue they care about because  when voices unite the results are real. Civic participation allows people to engage in the political process and highly contributes towards transformative change. The video indicates that political protests make a difference. According to CBS News (2016) citizens of the United States peacefully protest to let their voices be heard which contributes to make a difference through education and courage.
Youth will be more educated about the latest affairs through participation in civic engagement programs. For example, the National Public and Political Health Survey of 2006 shows that nearly one-quarter of young persons who were not involved in civic activity in recent years did not respond appropriately to current policy questions. According to Mirra (2018), protests have spanned the United States in the past because citizens feel issues have always been addressed faster through demonstrations. Protests also attract the international community's attention.
Other ways of getting involved in addition to protests
· Offering support to those on the ground.
· Attending town hall meetings.
· Giving donations to the less fortunate.
· Partner with authorities.
· Form a non- profit for driving change. 
· Establish programs for educating people e.g. On human rights

Run Rep Run Video Questions
I would consider running for office because I am passionate about civic engagement. The video shows how change starts at the grassroots and grows with hard work (Gunpowder & Sky, 2017). I want to make a difference in my own life and that of others through addressing issues that I find to be pressing. 
Some of the issues in my community that I am passionate about are economic development, community education, and community building to increase livability and Engaged research. Addressing these issues will assist in fostering engagement and overall community growth.
The issues that affect my life directly are economic development and Engaged research. In my community there are many opportunities that have not been fully exploited. Thus, focusing on economic development will promote the livelihoods of individuals in the community. Also, engaged research facilitates new developments that are beneficial to the people.
Part 2
I interviewed my dad, who attended the racial discrimination protest following the killing of George Floyd. My dad being a Black-American, was so much affected by the killing. He was also a very close friend of George Floyd and a neighbor too. My dad had grown up with George Floyd since their childhood. I learned that in their youthful stage, the two were members of a local football club. During weekends, they were also members of a community organization whose primary responsibility was to clean the environment. I was surprised when dad narrated to me how George Floyd had a passion for helping others. Floyd had a dream of making sure that black children lived a better life just like white children.
Part 3
It is important to engage other people on issues that matter and affect society or community. By so doing, one tends to have a more comprehensive understanding of the issue and, most importantly, how to tackle it. One will not always agree with everyone (Prasetiyo, et al., 2019). People will disagree on some issues. Talking to people about issues that one holds a different opinion about allows an individual to have a different perspective. Disagreeing on an issue because of having other ideas about it and still being friends is one of the highest maturity levels.
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